Percutaneous aortic stent placement for life threatening aortic rupture due to metastatic germ cell tumor.
Patients with testicular carcinoma frequently present with advanced disease and symptoms resulting from metastatic lesions. We report an unusual case of successful emergency management of a massive rupturing aortic pseudoaneurysm midway through systemic chemotherapy for stage III germ cell tumor by percutaneous trans-luminal placement of an aortic bypass stent-graft. Unstable hemorrhage was controlled, allowing our patient to complete chemotherapy and undergo elective retroperitoneal lymph node dissection with resection of the pseudoaneurysm and residual disease after normalization of tumor markers. Final pathological evaluation revealed only fibrosis in the resected tissue. Followup angiography demonstrated a patent stent-graft and the patient was without evidence of disease 1 year after retroperitoneal lymph node dissection.